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Dear Friends,

December 2020

May I start by wishing you all good health as we are about to enter 2021 and hopefully see a
more up-beat end to the awful year many of us have had, dealing with the coronavirus and all
the restrictions which have gone along with it.
As is usual for this time of year, I enclose our winter newsletter which casts light on what life
has been like at the Institute since we last wrote to you in May. Like everywhere, the pandemic
has impacted the Institute and the country quite severely and communication has been tested;
but through snippets here and there, our international network and the internet we have put
this together for you. Our international meeting scheduled to be held in Salt earlier in the year
was cancelled but we have kept closely in touch with our counterparts in Europe - upon whom
we have relied heavily for news.
You will be able to read here how despite all the local difficulties the Institute is continuing to
run and take care of educating the children.The staff have shown great initiative and
commitment and continued to work as much as possible during the various lockdowns and
curfews.
Many of you will already know of the death of Brother Andrew in October. His Dutch family
and friends recently organised a wonderful tribute to him and his work.You can see this online
if you type this address into a browser: https://youtu.be/iru87wjPKCs .

Deafinitely Connected

I am pleased to say that we started the calendar year being able to send funds of £25,000 to the
Institute and have just been able to send a further £30,000 through your generosity and
support which has been a great help in keeping the school running.
Thank you again and I wish you a healthy 2021.
With best wishes

Jonathan Allen
Chairman
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NEWS FROM THE INSTITUTE
The coronavirus affects the school
A�er the Jordanian government relaxed the country’s strict coronavirus restric�ons and re-opened the schools at the
beginning of September the infec�on figures suddenly rose - there had been few posi�ve cases up to that point. Schools
were iden�fied as a key source of infec�on, so the Ministry of Educa�on understandably ordered them to close again. This
of course impacted the Ins�tute, with all pupils, including the dea�lind, having to be sent back home - a very difficult
situa�on for everyone involved. Par�cularly hard hit were the parents, some of whom had gone back to work in
expecta�on that the lockdown had ended and that their children could go back to school but un�l further no�ce, only
employees are allowed to live and work at the Ins�tute. As the Ins�tute is a kind of second home for many children, they
are incredibly sad, but through their earlier experience staff at the Ins�tute are now much be�er prepared for this second
school closure.

Distance learning
The school management had been preparing plans for another closure and laptops and internet access were already
organised for the children whose families could not afford them, thus giving every pupil access to the newly established
distance learning. This includes videos prepared by the teachers for each subject and each class which are then sent out to
the children. In contrast with the first lockdown, there is much more extensive material available and digital lessons take
place more regularly. The dea�lind department also provides distance learning training for its staff. However, their video
messages are directed at the parents and family members of the dea�lind students. They include teaching units on Braille
as well as physiotherapeu�c exercises; the la�er are par�cularly important for many pupils, as some dea�lind students
suffer from muscular diseases.

Start of the school year on site
The Ins�tute is fortunate to be able to run its own shop on the premises due to having workshops used for the voca�onal
training courses they offer. Among other things, carpets, caskets, chairs, fabrics, and much more are sold there for a profit.
At the start of each school year a sale plan is worked out by the teachers in charge. They discuss what they want to offer in
the shop for the coming year. If pupils themselves come up with a good idea, say a design or pa�ern for a carpet, there is
a good chance that this pa�ern will be manufactured and offered for sale in the shop. They are then rightly par�cularly
proud that their own design has made it into the shop. At the beginning of September, an annual plan for the workshops
was also produced.
There is also news of the youngest at the Ins�tute. Surprisingly, the kindergarten children started to get interested in
helping with the household chores. They wanted to imitate the older pupils and work alongside them and now they also
help with clearing dishes, collec�ng rubbish, and cleaning up. The work is so much fun for the four to seven-year-olds that
classic games such as "ro�en egg" or hide-and-seek are o�en put on the back burner.

Bicycles
As described above, some dea�lind people have muscular problems; walking can be difficult because their leg muscles
are not so well developed. This is because dea�lind people in early childhood do not just start running like those who
have sight. They usually learn to walk later with the help of a good deal of assistance. So, to help children affected by
these muscular problems special bicycles have been developed on which the carers can also ride. In this way, the
dea�lind children can get around more easily whilst s�ll feeling that they are moving under their own muscle power. As
old "bicycles" were partly broken two new hand-cranked ones were purchased – much to the children’s enjoyment.
It is a great pity that the Ins�tute has had to close again temporarily, for in the three weeks in which the school was
allowed to open many posi�ve things happened and everyone’s spirits were li�ed through relief that the doors of the
Ins�tute were once again opened and some normality had returned. Now that be�er distance learning tools are available
daily educa�on has been maintained, but this cannot replace personal contact and is only an emergency solu�on.

From the Guardian 4th November 2020
Rates of new Covid-19 cases in Jordan have risen to among the highest in the world a few months after the kingdom
appeared to have eliminated community transmission of the virus and relaxed most public health restrictions.
As recently as three months ago, Jordan was counted alongside New Zealand, Thailand and Vietnam as a coronavirus
success story, after going weeks without detecting infections in the community and registering just over 1,100 cases and 11
deaths as of late July.
On Monday this week the country of 10 million people announced it had detected a daily record 5,877 cases – one of the
highest per capita rates in the world – with more than 80,000 detected overall. Nearly 970 people have died.

Father Luay and some of the staff

Some of the new students who started this year

December Update
As at the �me of wri�ng, the situa�on with the coronavirus in Jordan remains cri�cal the students must stay at home and are s�ll being taught
online. However, interac�on has been further developed by the teachers in many ways and takes place regularly although personal contact is
sorely missed. A great strength of school and boarding life in Salt is of course the personal rela�onships and solidarity that comes from them.
The children help each other with schoolwork, keep an eye on their classmates and can support each other in many ways. This usually makes it
easier for new students to enter the Ins�tute’s environment but for the 15 new students who started this school year it is today much more
difficult to make these connec�ons under home schooling circumstances. This is not the only school suffering from the effects of the pandemic
of course, all areas of society in Jordan are feeling this severely. The government took the decision to hold the parliamentary elec�ons as
planned in November, but this was followed by a na�onwide curfew the following week which prevented any resul�ng celebra�ons or
gatherings, or indeed travel – this was on top of the regular nightly curfews.
Restaurants, street markets and mosques are also o�en closed, or only open under strict condi�ons, so that the current coronavirus cases do
not rise any further. The Jordanian government even threatened in a televised speech to impose prison sentences for those who deliberately
disregard these rules. The King and Jordanian poli�cians are greatly concerned that further lockdown measures may s�ll be necessary. Although

Preparing a lesson for online distribution

Bicycles for the deafblind

there has been assistance for the country’s health system, including from UNICEF and the World Health Organisa�on, medical care in the
country is s�ll heavily stressed. This also applies to the Jordanian economy, which has collapsed because of the measures and must be rebuilt
with aid payments; though the resources available for this are not of the same magnitude as needed in the UK. Despite the situa�on in the
country there is much ac�vity at the Ins�tute in prepara�on of the necessary teaching materials and further training for staff. At least the staff
are always on the premises of the Ins�tute and in this way, in this smaller circle of personal rela�onships, enthusiasm can be maintained, and
inspira�on shared. There is even �me for conversa�ons that would get lost in hec�c everyday life. For example, Director Father Luay can also
take �me to address the concerns of the staff and get a feel for what is currently mo�va�ng the workforce. Whilst this may not offer full
consola�on for the lack of children, the current difficult situa�on is seen as an opportunity for all to grow together.
We wish we could tell you more about the children and their development, but the pandemic is tes�ng communica�ons to their limit and
con�nues to require pa�ence from all of us. In this newsle�er we have tried to outline the current situa�on at the Ins�tute as well as in Jordan.

The deafblind students at the start of term

One of the younger children doing her chores

Brother Andrew de Carpentier
1949 - 2020

It is with great sadness that we must report that
that on 1st October 2020 in Salt, Brother Andrew
de Carpentier suffered a fatal accident whilst
working to restore a church in the town, when he
fell through an old balcony and died shortly
afterwards in hospital. He was 71 years old.
Brother Andrew, who was director for more than
40 years at the Holy Land Institute for the Deaf in
Salt, built up through his inspiring leadership, from
a small primary school for deaf children, a leading
institute for deaf and deafblind children. Under his
leadership, the school grew from dozens of
students in a dilapidated building to one of the best
schools for the deaf in the Middle East.The school
now has 150 students across lower and upper
years, a boarding house as well as an outreach
service covering the JordanValley and refugee
camps.With his trademark humour and easy
manner, he built a vast network of contacts,
including the Jordanian Royal Family, providing a
voice for the very poorest, the marginalised and
the underprivileged. Even after his retirement he
continued to work in Jordan for people with
disabilities. He will be greatly missed by many, not
least by the children and former students at the
Institute.We are fortunate that his work at the
Institute continues under the loving guidance of Fr.
Luay Haddad.

Letter of condolence received
from His Majesty King
Abdullah II Ibn Hussein & Her
Majesty Queen Rania

