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“Obviously the Almighty thought it very useful, when he
gave us Signs and Wonders”...

New Lorm alphabet

Interview with Khadijeh

Deafinitely connected

Hishams Escape

God provides

BROTHER ANDREW
Dear Friends,
This Newsletter speaks much about communication. Indeed,
the words communication and community have the same root
indicating that together they make living communities possible.
The breakfast table at the instituteseating eight- sometimes
also has eight languages to contend with. You might see Jordanian Sign Language or a sign language from another country;
hands on or four-handed Jordanian (touch) Sign Language for
the Deafblind; Arabic Lorm (hand-alphabet) and Braille (for deafblind students).
Indeed, the question becomes not so much whether we have the same language, but whether we WANT to understand each other. For if we do, we can!
This is also where the language of the heart kicks in, when we get stuck with
spoken and signed languages.
Did you know that deaf people like to refer to themselves as a language and
cultural minority? A little bit like the Friesians in Holland, the Romansh in Switzerland and the Vietnamese Americans in Los Angeles. Did you know that the
75 million deaf people around the world would be a nation about as large as
the UK or Germany? Did you also know that worldwide all the hearing impaired
together (approx. 760 million) would make up the third largest nation on earth?
Did you know that 150 years ago most schools for deaf children employed deaf
teachers, and that many of the headmasters were deaf? They used sign language and got on famously, but when hearing aids “happened” these precious
skills were lost ...
Did you know that of all deaf people in the world only 7% will develop intelligible speech, and 3% will have fluent spoken language? Did you know that 93%
of all Deaf people in the world have serious ‘language’ problems, but that most
are experts in non-verbal communication? Did you realize that deaf people,
with their almost 400 Sign languages, rarely use Sign language interpreters?
They will say that interpreters are for hearing people because all too often they
speak to each other without understanding one-another.
Life would be a lot easier for Deaf people if everybody spoke Sign language.
Did you ever know the beauty, simplicity, expressiveness, the power of sign
language? Alas! In a hearing world the ‘visual’ sign language fails to bring us
together and the ‘visual’ verbal/written, language as well as education and language teaching become a life-line. Thus the Almighty provided the three Books
of Heaven to facilitate communication between people and ‘communion’ with
God. This written and ‘visual’ language is now being translated back into Arabic
Sign language as well. Isn’t that something?
So let’s communicate; and if you want to understand better what that means,
try asking Deaf people...
With warmest greetings and every blessing,
Brother Andrew
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SCHOOL
Graduation 2017
The theme for the graduation 2017
was “communication at the HLID”.
Deaf Omeyma and deafblind
Hanady demonstrated the newly
developed Lorm alphabet. Mohammed (deaf) translated for deafblind
Mohammed into tactile sign language. Final year student Fatmeh
(deaf) gave a speech in spoken
language. It was an enormously
exhausting task for her! Because
hearing impaired persons cannot
hear their own voice or only faintly,
they cannot check what sounds
they utter and how loud they are.
The students also performed a
traditional Jordanian dance. The
graduation was under the patronage of Bishop Suheil Dawani who followed the performances with interest.
Visibly touched, he handed the diplomas over to the students.
Lost and found again
When I think about the children’s creative ways and ideas how to communicate,
Hesham comes to mind. He is a 12-year old boarding student. One Sunday
when he should have been preparing for the upcoming exams he told himself
«Not today» and concocted an escape plan. He
asked an older girl innocently how to spell ‘Dead
Sea’. She did not think much of it - it could have
been related to study matter - and wrote it down
on a slip of paper. Hesham’s family lives near the
Dead Sea. Maybe you can already guess what
happened next? He left school; showed the slip
of paper to a car driver and indicated that he
wanted to go there. That is how Hisham escaped
the school for a few hours. After an unsuccessful
search for him and some unanswered calls to his
parents, he came back as he had felt bad, and so
returned in sound condition to the school. We are
thankful for God’s protection in moments like this
and also that the children learn to help themselves.
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Languages at the HLID
Communication is exchange and transfer of information, values and beliefs. It
is a mutual give and take. Thoughts, ideas and opinions leave one person and
enter another person’s mind.
Communication is the key but also the biggest challenge in our daily life at the
HLID. Misunderstandings are commonplace, but we daily overcome language
barriers that people thought were insurmountable.
In community, we learn to understand each other. To understand nothing at all
because of a lack of language is even more difficult. It is a great joy, when a
child discovers that they can express themselves to the point where they are
understood. They can learn to use language as a tool to understand and to be
understood. In this part of the world, this tool is still withheld from many hearing
impaired and deafblind children.

“In fact, most deaf and deafblind people have a serious problem
with language. However, they are, by far, the best experts in
communication.”
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JSL Jordanian Sign Language (photo 1, 2 and 6)
Tactile Sign Language (photo 4)
Braille Arabic/English (photo 5 and 7)
Arabic Lorm alphabet (photo 3)
Finger alphabet Arabic and English
Arabic and English written language (photo 8)
Picture language - Pictograms (photo 9)
Picture language - embossed and touchable pictures
Arabic spoken language in various dialects
English, Dutch, Korean, Swiss German, German and other
spoken languages
Facial expressions
Gesture Language - “Follow me, I’ll show you something”
“In community, we learn to understand each other.“
5
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DEAFBLIND SCHOOL
Interview with Khadijeh, leader of the deafblind unit
Joel:
What are the future objectives for the deafblind unit?
Khadijeh: That the children can move more and more independently, learn
Sign language, Braille and the Lorm alphabet to communicate and
follow their daily activities and tasks independently.
J:
K:

How can the unit reach these objectives?
By training teachers and upgrading their education.

J:
K:

What stands in the way of reaching these objectives?
Families that don’t participate in the learning process of their child. 		
Professionals are hard to find and keep.

J:
K:

How are families involved in the learning process of the children?
We created a video for parents to learn Sign language. It gives 		
them the opportunity to communicate with their child. We also try 		
to visit the parents at home if they have difficulties interacting with 		
their child.

J:

If you could have one wish fulfilled for the deafblind unit, what
would it be?
My wish would be that one child could leave our unit with a certificate of
having finished the school and be integrated into the local job market.

K:
J:

How can more deafblind children be reached?
K: Through comprehensive educational work. There are many deafblind
children who are hidden from the
public eye, or they are accommodated in institutions for intellectually
disabled children without special
support and care.
J: Are there examples of families
who care for and teach their deafblind child?
K: Murhaf’s family is very poor
and they cannot afford many
toys for him. But they are a beautiful example of their own kind of
communication. His parents involve
him and put his hand on things that
they want to show him so he can
touch them. They have hope for
their child. They think he can learn
and they see his potential.
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DEAFBLIND SCHOOL
Newly developed Arabic Lorm alphabet
There are many ways to communicate with deafblind people. The tactile sign
language is the most important means of communication in the HLID deafblind
unit. In order to spell words, the deaf use a manual alphabet. But what about
deafblind people? In Europe, the Lorm alphabet has been around since 1908
but there was no similar system for the Arabic language. Asma, deaf Assistant
Director of the deafblind unit, detected this lack of a communication tool. She
started drafting an Arabic Lorm alphabet.
Three deafblind people helped with testing the
alphabet. After using it for a while, they were
asked to give their feedback and suggestions
for improvement. When all three subjects felt
comfortable with the letters, the Arabic Lorm
alphabet © 2017 was published.
The deafblind person decides on which palm/
back of the hand he or she wants to have
others draw letters. The letters are drawn
through gentle touches and strokes. A gentle knock with the whole hand indicates the
beginning of a new word. Two gentle knocks
means «yes». In order to delete a word, small
quick stroke movements are drawn with one’s
hand. This is a new possibility for deafblind to
allow interaction with their environment, open
up their limited world and render it more vivid
and interesting.
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SHORT NEWS
Yohanna and Shinae married in Korea and the
newly-weds returned to the HLID. We warmly congratulate them, wish them God’s blessing and are
happy to have them here. Shinae brought “music”
with her and often plays the orgen in church services in school and in Salt.
Pastor Jamiel Khadir was appointed the new Pastor
of the Anglican Church in Salt by the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem as well as new Associate Director and Chaplain of the HLID.

Razan, former student and co-worker, has become
mother of a healthy son named «Saddam».

Asma (deaf), Assistant Director of the deafblind
unit, graduated with a Bachelor’s degree.
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